
Lunch + Legislation #11 
What’s Up With…
Local Legislation

Mon. Sept. 13, 12:00pm, via Facebook Live

Note Change of Date Due to Labor Day Holiday



Counties, Cities, 
Townships

• Wildlife Killing 
Contests

• Fur Sales Ban

• Deer Cull 

• Mute Swans



o

Background

• Can lead to state law
• Opportunity for policy 

statement  
• Easier to lobby local officials
• Potential to organize 

advocates and others 
around local issue

• Who represents you
❖ at-large
❖ district
❖ ward

• Great (free) Resource: 
MuniCode (cities, 
townships)

https://library.municode.com/mi


o

Wildlife Killing Contests

• Kalamazoo County, June 
2021

• Washtenaw County, July 
2021

• Not “anti-hunting” 
measures

• Proclamations
❖ Opposing
❖ Asking MI policy makers to ban 

them (Kalamazoo) 
❖ Forwarding resolution to County 

representatives in Lansing 
requesting they advocate for a 
state-wide ban (Washtenaw)



o

Photo by NSPD Studios from Pexels

Fur Sales Ban 

• Ann Arbor City Council, 
August 2021

• Passed Unanimously

• Ban is 1st in Midwest city; 
1st in fur-producing state 

• Passed Unanimously

• Sponsor: “Furriers need to 
go the way of the buggy-
whip makers” 

• Policy statement: animal 
suffering, environmental 
impact, public health that 
go against city’s values

https://www.pexels.com/@nspd-studios-1365229?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/grayscale-photo-of-woman-wearing-fur-jacket-2830900/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


o

Deer Cull

• City of Farmington Hills: 
summer 2021 and ongoing

• Next date: September 21, 
2021

• Note:  effort to create 
coalition of Oakland 
County Communities to 
address deer-car collision 
problem

• Lethal management often 
preferred method  



o

Deer Cull (con’t)

Residents for Safe Deer 
Management Action Alert/Call to 
Action:

• ATTEND and SPEAK OUT!: 
Farmington Hills Education 
Session for Nonlethal action.  

• When: Tues. September 21st 
from 6:30pm - 8:30pm

• Where: The Hawk Farmington 
Hills Community Center, 
29995 Twelve Mile Rd., 
Farmington Hills, MI 48334 

• What: MI Department of 
Natural Resources will be 
speaking to provide 
information on the current 
situation and to share options 
available for deer 
management. There will be 
time for public comments and 
a Q&A at the end.



o

Mute Swans

• Genoa Township, MI (ongoing)

• DNR considers them “invasive”, 
prohibits them from being 
rehabilitated and has system whereby 
local government or residents can 
petition to have DNR “remove” them

• July 2021: Township responds to 
complaints by lake property owners 
and passes resolution authorizing 
DNR “removal” anywhere in township 

• August 2021 and continuing: local, 
national activist stage protest:

❖ DNR action not backed by 
science

❖ Swans being demonized 
and are simply responding 
to jet skiers, noise that 
threaten them

❖ Call to Action: 
https://www.idausa.org/ca
mpaign/wild-animals-and-
habitats/latest-
news/swan-killing/

Photo by Pavel 
Danilyuk from Pexels

https://www.pexels.com/@pavel-danilyuk?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels
https://www.pexels.com/photo/snow-bird-water-sun-6716202/?utm_content=attributionCopyText&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=pexels


Not Only Wildlife

• Companion animals: 
retail sales bans, 
community cats, 
maximum number of 
pets allowed

• Urban Farming

• Circus Bans and other 
restrictions on 
entertainment

• Many local 
governments have 
Animal Ordinances 
covering a wide range 
of issues



Thank you!

• Comments, questions, ideas for future episodes? Info@attorneysforanimals.org

• Missed an episode? Check out our library.

• Next Lunch + Legislation: Monday, October 4, noon

mailto:Info@attorneysforanimals.org
https://www.attorneysforanimals.org/lunch-legislation/

